
DIAL-4 



 DIAL-4: Developmental Indicators for the 
Assessment of Learning, 4th edition © 2011 

 

 Assesses development in 3 domains: 
language, motor, concepts 

 

 A child’s performance is compared to his/her 
peers within a 2 month chronological age 
span  



 Motor Station:   
◦ Gross motor:  

 catching  

 jumping  

 hopping 

 skipping 

◦ Fine motor:  

 building with blocks  

 cutting  

 copying shapes and letters  

 writing 

 

 



 

 Language Station:  
◦ Answer simple questions about him/herself 

◦ Pronunciation of words 

◦ Naming and/or identifying common actions/objects 

◦ Identifying some letters and letter sounds 

◦ Rhyming 

◦ Identifying pictures with a specific first sound from 
a picture scene 

 



 

 Concepts:  
◦ Pointing to named body parts 

◦ Naming colors 

◦ Oral counting 

◦ Counting objects 

◦ Identifying concepts in pictures (e.g. biggest, 
smallest etc)  

◦ Sorting shapes 

◦ Rapid naming of common objects 



 After the week of academic screening is 
complete, all parents will receive a letter 
regarding their child’s performance. 

 For each area (motor, language, concepts) 
your child’s score will be described as: 
◦ Age-appropriate 

◦ At some risk 

◦ At risk 

 

…as compared to other children born within the 
same 2 month span… 



 Provide parents with information regarding their 
child’s performance in each area as compared to 
similar-age peers 

 
 Provide the school and Kindergarten staff with 

information that is helpful in creating class 
placements with a good balance of children’s 
strengths and needs 

 
 Provide the school with information that may be 

helpful in determining whether or not a child may 
need to be re-screened in the fall for supplemental 
services through our regular education process (e.g. 
speech, occupational therapy, literacy intervention 
etc.) 
 



 Please visit our school website: 
www.mansfieldschools.com/ROB 
 
 Click on the Kindergarten tab on the left to 

find links to great resources to help get your 
child ready for Kindergarten. 

 
www.getreadytoread.org  has great, parent-

friendly activities to build pre-kindergarten 
skills in literacy, math, gross and fine motor 
development, language, and more! 

http://www.mansfieldschools.com/ROB
http://www.getreadytoread.org/

